March 2021

Dear Parents, Carers and Students,
Once again, we find ourselves at the end of another term.
During my recent communications, I have highlighted how impressed I have been with the students’
behaviour as they returned to school after an extended period of home learning and it has been a
pleasure to see the school at full capacity once again.
I am grateful to every member of the school community who has participated in the bi-weekly lateral
flow testing. Whilst this is certainly not a scenario that any of us would choose, I sincerely hope that
this added mitigation will allow us to keep the students in school.
I have always been very proud of the behaviour and appearance of the student body as a whole and I
believe that you too will have considered this when choosing The Billericay School for your child. I
would, therefore, ask you to remind yourselves of the Uniform Policy which can be found on our
website and ensure that your child is appropriately dressed, equipped and behaved in a way that
upholds the good reputation of the school at all times.

As I advised in my letter dated 19 March, Mr Berry will be assuming the role of Acting Headteacher
when we return in April, in order that I can focus on some additional Compass Trust commitments. In
my absence, all queries should therefore be directed to Mr Berry.
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very enjoyable Easter break and I hope the
students enjoy the gradual easing of lockdown restrictions, in particular the freedom to meet with up
to five other friends outdoors!
Stay safe and we look forward to welcoming students back on Monday 12 April.

Mr Ahson Mohammed, CEO
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News and Achievements
Lateral Flow Testing Programme
Once again, our students have impressed us in how they have coped with yet
another challenge related to COVID-19. Over 3,500 tests were administered
over the first two weeks of the school reopening and the process ran
incredibly smoothly, largely thanks to the students maturity and cooperation
throughout. We would also like to say a big thank to all the volunteers who
gave up their time to assist us in the mammoth task of overseeing the tests
and processing all the necessary admin.
We are grateful to everyone in the school community who has participated in the
asymptomatic testing programme, both in school and with the continued bi-weekly tests at home. It is vital that testing at
home continues throughout the Easter holidays and into the summer term. The Government have provided all students
with home test kits and we have distributed these this week. We kindly ask that all students who are able, continue to:





test twice a week at home from now on (including throughout the holidays)
report results online as positive, negative or void. This information is critical in helping to understand the prevalence of
the virus across the country
ensure that a test is carried out before returning to school for the summer term, either the night before, or morning of
Monday 12 April, to find and isolate any positive cases
If an individual receives a positive LFD test at home, they must book a confirmatory PCR test and they and their close
contacts must self-isolate for 10 days. If the PCR test is negative, the individual and their close contacts can end their
isolation.

We sincerely hope that this added mitigation will allow us to keep the students in school going forward.

Goodbye Mrs Crabb
Congratulations to Charlie L, Year 9 who recently came joint 4th
in the junior section of the Friends of Lake Meadows annual
photography competition.

Charlie’s winning photo
was a view of the park’s
Sensory Garden (right).

We are sad to say that after 18 years at The
Billericay School, Mrs Crabb will be leaving us this
term.

We would like to thank Mrs Crabb for all her
dedication and hard work over the years and for
helping so many students discover the wonders
of science!

Well done Charlie.

We wish her all the very best for the future.

Essex Teaching Awards 2021
We are delighted to announce that Mrs Berry, Deputy Headteacher, was recently named in
the Essex Teaching Awards nominations! This year, the Essex Local Authority received 607
nominations to recognise staff - which was a 138% increase on last year!
Mrs Berry was nominated for her continued care during lockdown.
“Mrs Berry has been a massive support to my family”……”she has also given us tips and
hints to help my year 8 who has been very anxious”
A huge well done to Mrs Berry.
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Student Notices
March 200 Word Challenge

Uniform Expectations

Tell us in 200 words, why YOU are the best student in
school now that we are all back together. What have
you missed? What will you contribute to your school
community? What are you looking forward to?

If you are having any issues with purchasing school shoes or
other items of uniform until shops are physically open, your
parent/carer MUST give you a note in your planner which you
must take to Student Services to have signed.
Jewellery – rings, bracelets, necklaces, additional earrings (one
pair of stud earrings are the only piercings allowed) - are not
permitted and will be confiscated until the end of the week.
Only plain black belts with a simple buckle are allowed.

You must include:
A simile
A quote

Nail varnish, false nails or false eye lashes are not permitted
and you will be required to remove these in order to attend
lessons.

The word “preeminent”
Please send your entry to: info@billericayschool.com
by Thursday 1 April 2021 to be in with a chance of
winning a voucher and house points. Good luck

Please ensure that you avoid unnecessary sanctions by abiding
to our clear rules. A copy of our uniform policy can be found on
the school website.

Road Safety
Please practice good road safety when travelling to and from school. We have unfortunately received reports that
children are crossing roads whilst looking at their phones or distracted by earphones.
Although School Road is now one way, you must be aware that emergency vehicles can still access the road from the
restricted entrance at the Bell Hill roundabout so always look both ways.
Remember:

Always stop, look and listen

Do not try to cross the road between parked cars

When possible, cross at a pedestrian crossing or traffic lights

Never cross the road at a bend

Always use the pavement where possible

If there is no pavement, walk on the right hand side of the road to face the oncoming traffic, staying as close as
possible to the side of the road.

Wear visible clothing in the dark including reflective clothing when possible

Just because you can see the car, it doesn't mean the driver can see you!

Do not look at your phone whilst crossing a road - focus on your surroundings

Remove your earphones to cross the road

If you are cycling to and from school, wear a helmet and remember to signal

Stay alert and stay safe
Laptop/Chromebook Loans
During the period of school closure, a large number of laptops/Chromebooks were loaned to students who were otherwise
unable to access remote learning.
If you received any loan equipment, your parent/carer will have received a letter regarding its return.
Please ensure that devices are returned as soon as reasonably practical so that they can be used in school.
Thank you for your co-operation.
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Student Notices
Duke of Edinburgh Award—Adjusted Dates

PE Clubs

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we have made the decision to change the
planned dates for our Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expeditions. Please refer to
the letter sent home on 24 March for more details. The new dates are as
follows:

We are pleased to announce that our PE
Department will be resuming afterschool
clubs when we return in April. Please
monitor the notices located outside the PE
office for updates and cancellations.

 22nd May 2021
Year 10 Training Morning at The Billericay School.
 June 12th- 13th 2021
Joint Year 10 Practise Expedition and Year 11 Qualifying expedition in
Essex. Year 11 will also have to attend some classroom based training
prior this, details to follow.

PE Clubs

3.00 pm - 4.00 pm

Monday

Year 7 Boys Football
Year 7 Netball

 3rd-4th July 2021
Year 10 Qualifying Expedition in Essex. This will be preceded by a total of
3 hours of afterschool training sessions run weekly for year 10 pupils
only.

Tuesday

All Years Girls
Football

Wednesday

Year 8 Boys Football
Year 8 Netball

Thursday

Year 9 Boys Football
Year 9 Netball

Friday

No Clubs

Tell us what you’ve been up to!
We loved hearing about all of your projects during lockdown. Now that
students are back in school, you can still let us know about your extra-curricular
activities.

If you have a story you would like to share, please email us at:
info@billericayschool.com

February 200 Word Challenge Winner
Well done to George K, Year 7, who
is the winner of the February 200
Word Challenge. Students were
tasked with writing an opening page
to a novel entitled ‘The Return’

Email the RBLC to request and renew
books:
RBLCbookrequests@billericayschool.com
(this can be done via Google Classroom)

“Hidden in the high hills of Northumberland, there is a gap in the fells. A
sheltered landscape. There lies a magnificent tree. Guarding the low stone
wall, is the sycamore tree. Its thick brown trunk, looming above the bricks,
houses the treasures of ancient times and the trail to the other realms.”
George received a voucher for winning as well as house points. Well done
George!
Well done too to the runners up:

Rosetta L, Year 11

You can use the library system OLIVER via
the school portal to see which books are
currently available. To do this, click on
the Windows icon on bottom bar/all
programs/RBLC /Oliver Library System.
Browse the books available. A Red X
means the book has already been taken.

Here is an extract from George's
wonderful work:

Frankie H, Year 9,

Borrowing Books from the RBLC

Alfie W, Year 9,
Josie L, Year 8

We will deliver books to you ASAP on a
first requested, first served basis.

Returning Books
Please place books in the blue crates
around the school – C block Drama/Music
corridor/A block corridor near quad
doors/F block by winding staircase.
Thank you
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Billericay Art Gallery
Once again, our students have amazed us with their incredible artwork. We have included just a handful of their pieces
below.
Thank you all for sharing your work with us. Please continue to send your creations to your art teachers or email us at
info@billericayschool.com.

“Art is too important not to share”
Romero Britto

Well done Hannah, in Year 8, who
produced this fantastic tribute to
Captain Sir Tom Moore

Amelia, in Year 9 shared this
wonderful drawing of actor Thomas
Brodie-Sangster

Charlotte, Year 11
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Billericay Art Gallery

Isabelle, Year 11
Zak, Year 8
Amelia, Year 9
Josie, Year 13
Darcy, Year 12

Mackenzie, Year 8

Hisham, Year 7, produced this wonderful drawing of
Elizabeth Cady Stanton (left), in recognition of International
Women’s Day!

Rhianna, Year 9
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Billericay Art Gallery
Ella Year 11

Sophie, Year 8

Jasmine, Year 7

Lucy , Year 8

Layla, Year 10

Lily, Year 9

Darcy, Year 12

Jack Year 12

Kayla, Year 8
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Billericay Bake Off

Laila C

Jemima F, Year 8
Dylan L

(above) Ava K’s Pad Thai
Noodles and (right) her
homemade sushi!

Kian M made crepes!

Thank you to everyone
who has shared their
home baking
photographs with us.

We have loved seeing
them and hope you have
all enjoyed perfecting
your new skills!

Jack P, Year 7

Ella B, Year 7 has been chosen as our overall Bake Off winner! Ella
has consistently submitted photos of her meals and baking and will
receive a prize for all her hard work. Well done Ella!
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World Book Day
In celebration of World Book Day on 4 March 2021, students were asked to create a bake, decorated
with a book theme. As always, we received some amazing entries.

Jasmine C

Emine G

Ellie Mae R—Year

Jessica L

Pippa A
Well done to Dylan S - Runner Up

The Masked Reader Competition
As well as producing these beautiful bakes, students also
took part in our Masked Reader challenge. We can now
reveal the face behind the masks!
1. Batman – Mrs Keeble
2. Bobble Hat – Mr Wilson
3. Strawberry – Mrs Griffiths
4. Lone Reader – Mr Cass
5. Broccoli – Miss Forster
6. Ghost – Mrs Gunn
7. Vendetta – Mr Smith
8. Dragon – Mrs Wood
9. Fortune Teller – Mrs Vincent
10. Shades – Miss Ouali
11. Yellow Face – Miss Clayton
12. Cat Face – Mrs Berry

Congratulations to our Winner - Lola S
for her wonderful Alice In Wonderland
themed cake (above)

Thank you all for taking part and congratulations to our
winner, Olivia W in Year 7 who will receive a prize shortly!
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Sixth Form Notices
Billericay Mayflower Rotary Sponsorship
Billericay Mayflower Rotary has kindly offered to sponsor some counselling sessions for our students. As we are all aware, the
enforced conditions of the pandemic and consequent lockdowns have heightened issues for some young people, and we are
very appreciative of their recognition of this in their community action.

Basildon MIND
The 6th form fundraising efforts in the Autumn term for #HelloYellow for World Mental Health Day raised an impressive £473,
which has been donated recently to Basildon Mind, a local charity that students highly value for its provision of support for
members of the local community.

Parent/Carer Notices
Parking Outside the School
Once again, we must kindly ask that Parents/Carers do NOT park immediately outside the
school gates during drop-off and pick-up times. Particularly at the end of the school day,
when large numbers of children are leaving the site, we ask that drivers minimise the
congestion and make arrangements to meet students at a safe distance from the school.
Following the full occupation of the newly built properties in Roman Way, we have
unfortunately been made aware of vehicles repeatedly blocking private driveways. Please
respect our neighbours and park politely at all times.
The coach bay, which is clearly marked with diagonal yellow lines, is a strictly no parking
area.
Please be aware that our local School Parking Liaison Officer has been notified and patrols
are due to take place. Thank you for your co-operation.

2021 Assessments
Further to our letter dated 19 March 2021, full details of the 2021 Assessment process for Years 11 and 13 and Year 10 (VOption) can be found on our website:
https://www.billericayschool.com/examinations/2021-assessments/

Stay Connected
Our main method of communication with parents/carers is via email. Please keep us updated of any change to your
details including; postal address, email address and telephone numbers. New details can be sent to
info@billericayschool.com.
If you are not currently receiving emails from the school, please check your junk and spam folders for any emails which
may have been incorrectly filtered. You can then mark emails from the school as safe by selecting “not junk/spam”.
Please be aware that this process will not be saved if undertaken on a smart device, such as a phone - the process MUST
be completed on a desktop computer. Thank you for your co-operation.
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Community Messages
Billericay Food Bank are in urgent need of the
items shown below:
Canned meals, canned meat, canned or dried
proteins, UHT milk, canned vegetables, pasta
sauces, soup/noodles, cereals, canned desserts,
tea, coffee, squash, nappies, sanitary products,
shaving equipment, soap, shampoo, deodorant,
wipes, toilet roll, tooth brushes, toothpaste,
brushes, flannels/sponges.
Collection points can be found in Billericay at
Waitrose, Coop QP, Sainsbury local, Iceland &
One Stop.
Cash donations are also gratefully received. For
more information, please visit:
https://billericayfoodbank.org.uk/

Follow Us
As well as our website, we regularly post updates
and notices on our social media pages;
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Please like and follow our pages, details of which
can be found on the home screen of your MyEd
app.

Friends of The Billericay School
Students, at the heart of all we do
Registered Charity No 1022965

Contact us at: fobs.crew@gmail.com
Thank you to everyone who continues to support FOBS even while we are limited in what we can do! Remember that
you can:
 Raise money when you shop, via easyfundraising.org.uk (search for Friends of the Billericay School) - it won't cost
you a thing!
 Join or renew your membership of the 200 Club - it's just £1 a month and you could be in with a chance of winning
£50 every month, £100 five times a year and even £200 once a year. Please contact fobs.crew@gmail.com if you
would like to join or check your membership is still active.
FOBS has also signed up for the John Baron Fun Walk in September - this year, the walk is virtual and you can be
sponsored to walk up to 5K any time during September. The Fun Walk Trust adds to any money raised via sponsorship, so
it's a great way to raise funds. More details to follow in the summer newsletter but if you want to know any more in the
meantime, please just email fobs.crew@gmail.com to see how you can get involved.
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