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13 September 2019 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Re: Preparation for Year 11 work experience in September 2020 
 
Today in assembly I outlined to all students in Year 10 the exciting opportunity they will have this time next 
year to complete a two week work experience. 
 
According to a report from the UK Commission for Employment and Skills last year 75% of employers think 
that experience is important when they make decisions about hiring.  With this in mind and knowing that 
students who have had ‘real world’ experiences of work are more likely both to achieve better qualifications 
and make even better decisions about their futures, we have decided to re-introduce a compulsory two 
week work experience for all students at the beginning of year 11.  Next year this will be 7 – 19 September. 
 
There are a number of things that you can do at home to help support your children: 
 

 Supporting your child to secure their own placement: We expect the overwhelming majority of 
students to be able to find their own work placements.  As a parent, your role will be crucial in 
helping students to take responsibility for approaching employers from the start of 2020; this will 
include writing and refining their C.V. and preparing letters of introduction. We appreciate that this 
can be a difficult and daunting task and we will also be giving students help and advice to support 
you in these areas. 

 

 Talking to your child about the world of work as you have experienced it: You may be in a position 
to talk about work and what it involves in terms of skills, organisation and personal qualities 
required. We will be working with your children to identify their many skills and qualities but you 
know your children better than anyone. 

 

 Facilitating placements for other students: We hope that you may be able to help other children 
in our school community if you work in, or own, a company that is willing to offer a placement. In 
our experience of running work experience programmes in the past, placements with family 
members are not as successful as might be expected and we would strongly advise against them, 
but it may be that you can offer a place to another student. If you are able to help someone else 
please contact Mr Cass or Mrs Mapp at the address below.  
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To try to ensure that all legal safeguarding health and safety requirements are met, the school has 
employed BEP to visit potential placements and check procedures and policies are in place and in operation. 
 
There will be plenty of opportunities to discuss the programme for this development opportunity at the 
Parental Partnership Day on the 18 September and at Parents’ Evenings as well as informally throughout 
the year. On a personal level, I look forward to working with you to make this a success for all of our young 
people. 
 
Yours faithfully, 

 
P Cass 
Associate Assistant Head and head of Careers 
Contact: pcass@billericayschool.com/kmapp@billericayschool.com 
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