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9 December 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I wrote to you last week to share with you my concern that staffing availability may make it 
necessary for us to implement contingency plans in order to adjust our provision to ensure the 
school can continue to  operate safely for students and staff.  
 
I am now writing to you to confirm that based on the latest Public Health advice, we will be moving 
all of our students to full time online remote education from Monday 14 December until the end 
of the term and also on Monday 4 January 2021. 
 
I appreciate that this will be welcome news for some and not so for others. However, given the 
current situation in the Basildon borough, we truly believe that this is the most appropriate 
approach for the school, and the families we serve, at this time. 
 
Public Health officials have confirmed that the whole Basildon district is currently seeing 
unprecedented levels of COVID-19 cases, not being seen elsewhere across the county and it is vital 
that we work together to stop this increase in order to protect our school and wider community. 
 
We feel that, given the latest data for our area and the number of pupils already accessing their 
education remotely, that this is the right decision for us.  
 
I appreciate that this will have an impact on some parents and carers, particularly those that work 
during school hours and I can confirm that the school will remain open for on-site learning as it 
has done previously for children of Frontline critical workers and for students with an Education 
Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or who have a social worker, where they can attend and are not 
required to self-isolate. Please note that these students will be supervised to access the remote 
learning being provided by a subject teacher via google classroom and will not receive direct 
tuition. 
 
If you are a critical Frontline worker and wish to send you child into school to be supervised, please 
complete the form which can be found on our website: 
http://www.billericayschool.com/coronavirus-update/keyworker-information  
 
If you are a parent/carer of a child with an EHCP or a social worker, we will contact you to discuss 
the provision for your child. 
 
We are in constant contact with Essex County Council and taking regular advice from Public Health 
and Education officials. We remain committed to keeping you up to date with any new 
developments. 
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Teachers will be available to deliver their lessons each day, at the normal times via Google 
Classroom, so a full day of education will be provided for all students. They will be given real time 
advice and guidance and may also use the Google Meet function to facilitate this. In some cases, 
where staff are required to supervise students, it may not always be possible for that colleague to 
be online for that lesson. Students should check their google classroom and staff will direct them 
to the relevant section of the remote learning provision if that is the case. 
 
We will also be making regular contact with students via our tutors and pastoral team, to check on 
student’s wellbeing as we did when we were in full lockdown earlier in the year. 
 
May I remind parents of the materials available to support student’s access to the google 
classroom platform. These can be found in the student section of the school website or by clicking 
on the link :    https://www.billericayschool.com/students/remote-learning-platforms/ 
 
All other materials to facilitate Home Learning can be found here: 
https://www.billericayschool.com/students/access-to-home-learning/ 
 
In addition, the Local Authority have asked secondary schools to provide remote learning on the 
first day of the spring term on Monday 4 January 2021. The Local Authority are suggesting this 
approach as they believe there is likely to be significant increases in the number of COVID-19 cases 
in the community following the Christmas period and that senior leaders in schools will need to 
plan accordingly on this day. I am therefore expecting all students to return to school on 5 January 
2021. 
 
I am sure you will appreciate that these are difficult decisions to make.  Of course, we always want 
our students in school, but safety and the health of our school community has to be our primary 
concern.  The Local Authority and the Public Health Essex team have endorsed this action. 
 
Can I also please ask for your support in ensuring that the youngsters are staying at home and 
continuing with their studies, in order to protect themselves, others in your household and the 
local community. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed.(Hons) 
Headteacher 
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