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3 March 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming our students back from the 8th and 15th March. I am now 

writing to keep you updated about the developments regarding Lateral Flow Tests, wider COVID-19 

mitigations and exam grading. 

 

Lateral Flow Device Testing and Return Dates 

 

In my last update, I informed you about the model devised by Essex Local Authority to facilitate the 

Government’s plans for the testing of students, prior to their return to on site education. This guidance has 

since been updated to include any community test, PCR or LFD (lateral flow). Further information about 

booking one of these tests before your child returns to school can be found by following this link 

https://www.essex.gov.uk/getting-tested-for-covid-19/if-you-dont-have-symptoms 

 

Please only notify us of a positive test result, details of how to do this can be found on our website: 

https://www.billericayschool.com/coronavirus-update/positive-test-notification/ 

 

Students in years 10-13 should access a test at a local testing site between the 4th and 7th March and return 

to school on Monday 8th March, with two further tests completed in school that week. 

 

Students in Years 7-9 would need to continue with our remote learning provision and book a test between 

the 11th and 14th March and return to lessons in school on Monday 15th March, with two further tests 

completed in school that week.   

 

Following the completion of our in-school testing programme, we have been advised that Lateral Flow Test 

Kits will be issued for young people to administer their own tests at home.  

 

The Government strongly encourages participation in the testing programme as another measure to limit 

the spread of Covid-19 in the community and to minimise further disruption to children’s’ education. No 

child will be tested without consent. It is essential that the consent forms are completed and returned by 

Thursday 4th March for years 10 to 13 and by Thursday 11th  March for years 7, 8 and 9.  Any young person 

over the age of 16 can give their own consent. Consent forms can be found on our website: 

https://www.billericayschool.com/coronavirus-update/information-on-testing/ and we ask that you please 

also inform us if you do NOT give your consent. 
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Our in school Lateral Flow testing programme will run as outlined below with students allocated specific 

time slots throughout the day:  

 

Date Sports Hall Drama Studio 

Monday 8th March Year 11 Year 13 

Tuesday 9th March Year 10 Year 12 

Thursday 11th March Year 11 Year 13 

Friday 12th March Year 10 Year 12 

Monday 15th March Year 9  Year 8 (Surname A-J) 

Tuesday 16th March  Year 7 Year 8 (Surname K-Z) 

Thursday 18th March Year 9  Year 8 (Surname A-J) 

Friday 19th March Year 7 Year 8 (Surname K-Z) 

 

We are still awaiting confirmation for our request for NIBS  to resume their bus services from Monday 8th 

March. We expect this to be the case and will inform you via the school website, year group Google 

Classrooms and social media that confirmation has been received. . 

 

Teaching and Learning 

 

When students return on their designated day, lessons will proceed with as little disruption by the testing 

programme as possible. Students will be following the timetable they had in place in September. For those 

students in Years 7 to 9 who are awaiting their Community COVID-19 Test before returning on March 15th, 

teachers will be setting suitable tasks for remote learning using Google Classroom. Given the number of 

students who are in the building from Monday 8th March, and the extensive testing operation underway, it 

will not be possible for my staff to deliver Google Meet sessions during this time.  Instead, work will be 

assigned at the start of the day. Where possible, staff will be available to respond to queries during the 

lesson in the usual way. All children will be expected to attend on site lessons by their designated start date 

unless they are unwell, self-isolating or shielding. Please notify us of absence in the usual way. 

 

Face Coverings, Provision and other Safety Measures  

 

My priority is to ensure a safe and sustained return for students to their learning in school and the vital 

social interaction they have been missing.  With such a large number of students returning to in-school 

education, we will continue with our mitigating safety measures introduced in the Autumn term: enhanced 

cleaning; ventilation; use of year bubbles and home zones, good hand and respiratory hygiene, social 

distancing from other years and staff, and face coverings when moving to and from home zones and when 

in the school building. Our young people have been hugely considerate, cooperative and mature about 

these safety measures and we could not be prouder of them.  

 

The Government have now introduced the additional, temporary mitigation of face coverings in lessons as 

outlined in their recent update where they strongly recommend: ‘…that in those settings where pupils and 

students in year 7 and above are educated, face coverings should be worn in classrooms and during 

activities unless social distancing can be maintained.’ I will therefore be asking for the support of our 

young people in wearing face coverings in lessons as social distancing cannot be maintained in classrooms. 

There will be no requirement to wear masks when playing sport, when socialising outside or if a young 

person has a medical need which makes them exempt. Please inform us of exemptions. 
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Ventilation and Heating 

 

Optimum ventilation throughout our school building is a vital COVID-19 mitigation measure. It is important 

that students are dressed appropriately during colder weather. They will need to wear layers of clothing 

and bring an appropriate coat with them to school. This will be especially important for the remaining few 

weeks of the spring term whilst we complete essential and unavoidable, heating work in A Block. We will 

be sourcing additional heating to ensure the comfort of our young people as far as possible, but it is 

advisable for students to be prepared for cooler weather during this time. 

 

Exams and Grading 

 

We are reviewing  the published guidance on exam grading and are starting to coordinate an appropriate 

course of action that best serves our young people. This requires careful planning and collaboration with 

the wider education community. I will be providing a detailed update on the process when this has been 

finalised. I wish to reassure our young people due to take exams this year that there will be no formal in-

school exams taking place prior to the Easter holiday. For the remainder of this term, staff will be prioritising 

the smooth return of students to their learning in the classroom and using this time to continue the teaching 

of vital and enriching subject knowledge. 

 

I will keep you informed of any further changes to guidance regarding the COVID-19 testing programme 

and when we have confirmed our arrangements for the exam grading.  

 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed.(Hons) 
 


