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5 November 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Re: Parent/Carer Update 5 November 2020 
 
As we enter another unprecedented period of national Lockdown, I am writing to update you on some of 
the issues that the school community faces and some of the actions that we are undertaking to manage the 
daily routines of school life going forward.  
 
As in previous correspondence, I must remind you that we continue to be unable to accommodate any 
parent/carer visitors on site. This includes any visits to the school uniform shop which, whilst closed to 
visitors, will remain open between 8.00 am and 8:30 am for collection of uniform items by students.  
 
Future Contingency Planning 
 

When I wrote to you in mid-September, I shared with you that it was our hope and intention that full 
opening would continue without interruption. However, with such a rapidly changing climate, adjustments 
to the provision we are able to offer as a school are highly likely during the course of this half term.  
 
Should any such changes prove necessary, we will of course inform you as quickly as possible. Our 
contingency plan would see all year groups (other than Years 11 and 13) moving to a four day in school and 
one day at home rotation. Should wider reductions prove necessary, we will move to a rolling two week in 
school and two week at home pattern, using virtual learning platforms in rotation. 
 
COVID-19 Positive Case Response Protocols  
 
In previous updates, I made reference to the NHS guidance on what parents, carers and students must do 
if a student or a member of their household is displaying symptoms of COVID-19. This guidance is still 
current and parents should refer to details contained therein. I also shared with you developments related 
to the school response to any confirmed case of COVID-19 in a year group bubble. I am now able to share 
with you a further development that I hope will allow the school to respond more effectively to any such 
positive cases by allowing parents to report any cases directly via the school website. The positive test 
notification can be found in the COVID-19 updates section of the school website by clicking on the positive 
test notification tab or by clicking on the link below: 

 
https://www.billericayschool.com/coronavirus-update/positive-test-notification/ 
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Student Face Covering Disposal and Use on Public Transport  
 

Within the school community, the wearing of face coverings in corridors and in movement times around 
school is now a part of the daily routine. I would again ask all parents/carers to support staff by emphasising 
to students the importance of properly worn face coverings as a key mitigation in infection control.  I would 
also emphasise the importance of correct disposal of face coverings - Students must use ‘black bag’ waste 
bins or litter bins (not the paper recycle bins).  
 
As a community, we are all now getting used to wearing face coverings on a variety of occasions and that 
includes when we travel on transport. Students should be wearing a face covering at all times whilst on 
public transport and it is important that the covering is worn for the duration of the journey to and from 
school.  
 
Student Homezone Update 
 
The marquees that were erected prior to full school opening have served us well by reducing congestion in 
corridors and providing shelter for the students. Unfortunately, during the half term break, the Year 10 
marquees sustained considerable damage and have had to be removed. We have adjusted our 
arrangements to use the Sports Hall, but this will have implications at lunch and break times for Year 9 and 
10.   
 
We are currently working on developing the provisions, in the short term by adding a number of outdoor 
benches and in the longer term by providing a covered outdoor seating area. We anticipate this more 
substantial development to be in place at the start of next term. 
 
We kindly ask you to bear with us as we continue to adapt and adjust our provisions accordingly. 
 
Remote Learning Provision  
 
Can I remind parents that our remote learning provision, for a range of different scenarios, is outlined on 
the school website using the link below:  

 
https://www.billericayschool.com/coronavirus-update/remote-learning-provision/  
 
If a student remains at home, for any reason, whilst the school is fully open to other students, they are to 
use the ‘Home Access to Learning’ documents on the school website for learning provision. You can find a 
range of valuable learning materials for all subjects by using the link below: 
 
http://www.billericayschool.com/students/access-to-home-learning/?start=0 
 
In addition to these resources, staff may also use Google Classroom to share lesson materials and some 
homework tasks. I would urge you to support your child’s engagement with their homework by looking at 
their Google Classrooms with them on a regular basis.  
 
In the event of a whole year group being asked to stay at home (as may be the case under the contingency 
planning described above), all class teachers will move to Google Classroom to set work, offer guidance, 
clarification or feedback to students as was the case during the lockdown period. Our intention would be 
to deliver the curriculum fully through this platform. Whilst teachers are able to access the school site and 
work at school, students would follow their normal school timetable. I would ask parents to ensure, where 
at all possible, that students are online and accessing the work set as if they were attending lessons on a 
normal school day and with the normal timings of a school day.  
 
It is also our intention to deploy some aspects of the ‘Google Meet’ function of Google Classroom to enable 
real time guidance and advice to enhance the provision that existed during the lockdown period.  In this 
case, some parts of a normal 60 minute lesson would then usually involve some element of the class teacher 
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explaining the tasks and materials shared via their Google Classrooms and would allow students to submit 
questions or ask for further clarification during the duration of that lesson.  As with any classroom, students 
will need to follow the usual expectations of conduct and behaviour. Students will be reminded of our 
acceptable use of remote learning expectations in lessons over the course of the coming week. Google 
Meet learning will be dependent upon subject teachers being able to access the school site to deliver this 
type of real time provision. In all cases, the materials posted in Google Classroom will remain the key 
platform for students’ learning to be supported during any period where whole year groups or the whole 
school are directed to stay at home.  
 
Ventilation and Student Uniform 
 
In my previous letter, I wrote to ask you to consider the issue of school uniform and suitable clothing as we 
head towards the colder months of the year.  All of the recently updated guidance to schools has 
emphasised the importance of ventilation in school buildings. In reality, this means that classroom windows 
and doors will need to remain open in order to ensure a reasonable circulation of air into classrooms. I 
would again ask parents to consider the issue of suitable layered clothing for students who will be studying 
in such conditions. It would be advisable that students arrive at school with suitable layers to wear under 
their school uniform and a suitable outdoor coat to be worn when students are not indoors. Items may 
include a school jumper to be worn under the school blazer or thermal T shirts to be worn under the school 
shirt. If a teacher on any given lesson judges the room temperature to be such that it is appropriate for 
students to keep their outdoor coat during the lesson they will allow students to do so.  I must stress that 
in the vast majority of cases, even on days when outside temperatures are relatively low, the schools 
heating will mean that outdoor coats are not necessary. If a member of staff judges that they are, the 
outdoor coat must be worn in addition to their full school uniform, including their blazer.  Students will not 
be permitted to wear their hoods up in lessons or corridors and the outdoor coat cannot be a ‘hoodie’ style 
garment.  
 
Social Distancing Whilst Offsite 
 
Whilst in school, we are doing all we can to ensure that students are remaining within their year group 
“bubbles” and are not mixing with any other year groups. Of course, we understand that students may need 
to mix with other year groups outside of school whilst travelling and of course due to having siblings in 
other years. We would, however, ask parents/carers to emphasise the importance of students not 
congregating in groups whilst out of school.  We appreciate the concerns which have been raised with us 
by members of the wider Billericay community and note that large groups of students could heighten any 
anxieties that members of the public may already have.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to once again thank you for working so positively with us in such 
extreme circumstances.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed, B.Ed. (Hons) 
Headteacher 


