
 

THE BILLERICAY SCHOOL 
A MATHS & COMPUTING COLLEGE 

  School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH 
Tel 01277 655191  Email info@billericayschool.com  www.billericayschool.com  

 

     

Headteacher Mr Ahson Mohammed, B.Ed. (Hons) 

  Deputy Headteachers: Mrs Shirley Smears, B.Ed. (Hons), Mr Patrick Berry, BA (Hons) 

The Billericay School is an academy within the “Compass Education Trust Ltd” which is a charitable company limited by guarantee. 

Registered company no: 07666213. Registered office: School Road, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9LH 

 

20 October 2020 
 
 
 
 
 Dear Parents/Carers, 
 

Re: Whole School Update 20 October 2020 
 
I am writing to update you about the recent changes to our school routines and processes.  I would urge 
you to read the entire contents of this update.  
 
COVID-19 Positive Case Response Protocols  
 
I previously made reference to the NHS guidance on what parents and students must do if a student or a 
member of a household is displaying symptoms of COVID-19. This guidance is still current and parents 
should refer to details contained within that previous correspondence (a copy of which is available on the 
school website: https://www.billericayschool.com/assets/Uploads/Files/Letters-Home/COVID-Update-
200929.pdf).  
 
At that time, I also shared with you the process the school would follow in the event of a positive test result 
within the student population. It stated that if a student in a year group bubble tested positive for 
coronavirus it would normally be the case that all members of that year group bubble would be advised to 
self-isolate for the next 14 days.  
 
Public Health England and Essex Track and Trace have now adjusted these routines and it is now the case 
that the school will apply a track and trace routine in the event of a positive result. Whilst a whole year 
group self-isolation may still be the outcome for such a process, it may also be the case that only a specific 
number of students who are deemed to be ‘close contacts’ of the positive case will be asked to self-isolate 
instead. The remainder of the students in the year group bubble will not be required to self-isolate in this 
situation. This process allows us to keep as many young people in school as possible.  Any parent choosing 
to keep their child at home when they have not been directed to by the school will be considered an 
unauthorised absence and will be followed up as such.  
 
All decisions in regard to self-isolation of students or staff will be made in consultation with Public Health 
England and Essex Track and Trace who direct us in terms of the decisions made around self- isolation.  It 
remains the case that students asked to self-isolate do not require a test unless they subsequently develop 
symptoms. Students in other year group bubbles will not need to self-isolate and should, therefore, 
continue to attend school.  
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Student Face Coverings  
 
As a school community, I am immensely proud of the way in which every member of the community has 
contributed to the creation of a safe learning and working environment. The government has recently 
announced that it is a legal requirement for students in tier 2 areas to wear a face covering in corridors and 
in movement times around secondary schools. These routines are already well established at our school. 
 
Face coverings are worn safely and sensibly by the overwhelming majority of students.  Exemptions have 
been agreed for students with specific medical reasons for not wearing a face covering.   
 
Unfortunately, a small minority of students regularly fail to wear a face covering in an appropriate way and 
are having to be repeatedly reminded by staff as to what constitutes safe and appropriate behaviour in this 
regard. I must reiterate that the wearing of face coverings at all times outside of lessons, except when 
eating or drinking , is a crucial aspect of our mitigation and control measures and students who disregard 
this requirement consistently are putting themselves and other members of the school and wider 
community at risk.  
 
Any student who continuously fails to comply with the requirement will have a warning issued to them in 
the form of a letter home. If the student continues to fail to meet our expectations, the same sanctions as 
other persistent uniform infringements will be applied.  I would ask all parents to support the school in 
ensuring that all students contribute positively to the safety of the community as a whole.  
 
PE - Student Changing Routines  
 
At the start of full reopening in September, I made you aware of some adjustments to changing routines to 
enable students to continue to access PE lessons within their curriculum. During the course of this half term 
we have been able to put in place measures that will allow a return to normal PE lesson arrival and changing 
routines. After half term, students are expected to arrive to school and leave in full school uniform and to 
get changed for their PE lesson.  
 
I take this opportunity to remind you that our uniform policy can be found on the school website. In 
particular, trainers are not permitted nor are false eyelashes, nails or nail varnish. Students in trainers will 
be provided with alternative footwear and those with lashes or nail varnish will be asked to remove them. 
Failure to do so may result in your child being placed in isolation or sent home. 
 
Remote Learning Provision  
 
I would like to remind all parents that for any student that is unable to attend lessons, the remote learning 
resources are available on the school website. This can be found in the student section of the website or by 
clicking on the link below: 
 
http://www.billericayschool.com/students/access-to-home-learning/?start=0 
 
I wish you well for the half term break and look forward to seeing a full school upon our return.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed.(Hons) 
Headteacher 
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