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8 June 2020 
 
Dear Parent  
 

Phase 1 Planning for Partial Re-opening for Year 10 – Updated 8 June 2020 
 

I am writing to share further information with regards to the initial phase of face-to-face contact for Year 
10 students planned from Monday 15 June to Friday 26 June. We will continue to monitor the national, 
local and school context and my intention is to write to you again with details of arrangements for the 
second phase of reopening scheduled for Monday 29 June through to the end of the academic year.  
 
We are planning a cautious, phased return to school, carefully balancing health and safety, student 
wellbeing, educational value and purpose. For all students, the work set by your child’s teachers to 
complete at home will remain the core means of delivery of the curriculum and it is vitally important that 
students continue to complete this work to the best of their ability. Our planning is in line with government 
guidance which states that ‘schools will only bring in students if it would be positive for their learning and 
welfare and significantly better than what they are receiving and learning at home’. 
 
 It has been a source of great pride to me to see how well all members of the school community have 
adapted to that new format of home learning.  It has also been very pleasing to receive so many positive 
comments from students and parents that recognise the hard work that staff have put in to maintaining 
access to the curriculum, and to share so many of the wonderful successes that students have achieved 
during this period of learning at home with the support of teachers and parents.  
 
Phase 1 of reopening will see a small group of specific students from Year 10 contacted and invited in to 
school in the next two weeks. Families of students in this group will be contacted by a member of staff from 
tomorrow, Tuesday 9 June 2020.  
 
In addition, all Year 10 students will also be given the opportunity to have face-to-face support. This may 
be through either an online small group ‘zoom’ clinic to support their home learning routines and well-
being, or through a short face-to-face meeting with pastoral or senior staff on the school site. Alternatively, 
you may opt for a telephone conversation with a member of staff. Please remember that subject specific 
support continues to be provided through the teaching on remote learning platforms and the individual 
student/teacher messaging function that google classroom provides. 
 
 Any parents that would like to access any of the additional face-to-face support options should complete 
the smart survey below to register interest: 
 
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Yr10F2F/ 
 
We will endeavour to begin these additional face-to-face contacts in the phase 1 window but our ability to 
accommodate all requests will be dependent upon demand. Our ambition is to ensure that all requests can 
be accommodated within the phase 1 and phase 2 time periods. 
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To facilitate the return of increased numbers of students from Years 10 and 12 we have reviewed our risk 
assessments and refined them. I can now share key details of this planning with you below:  
 
Arrangements for Phase 1 Re-opening: Monday 15 June – Friday 26 June 26 

 

 Any student invited in to attend face-to-face support must read and sign the attached Student 

Agreement which sets out expectations of student conduct.  

 We ask all students and parents to read the COVID-19 additions to the School Behaviour Policy, 

which also accompanies this letter. 

 Students will be asked to watch the ‘Preparing for Phase 1 Re-opening’ guidance video which can 

be accessed by clicking on the following link:  https://vimeo.com/426764253 

 Students who are invited in to school will attend in small groups. They will be in classrooms with a 

maximum of 8 students and one teacher.  

 There will be a staggered start and end to the face-to-face learning sessions  

 The learning session on each day will last for a maximum of 100 minutes.  

 There will be no break or social times whilst on site. 

 Students must bring their own equipment on site with them for the session.  

 Visits to the toilet or any other reason that involves movement outside of the classroom must be 

kept to a minimum and will necessarily involve a range of additional safety measures to ensure that 

social distancing is maintained.  

 Whilst on-site, it is vitally important that students touch as few surfaces as possible; doors will be 

wedged open, windows and blinds operated by colleagues and rooms well ventilated.  

 Please ensure that students arrive just prior to their start time so they can make their way under 

supervision straight to their allocated classroom.  

 Students will not be permitted into school prior to the start time or to stay beyond their departure 

time. Once they have left school students must go straight home and not stay to chat to friends.  

 Students will be regularly reminded to observe heightened personal hygiene and sanitiser stations 

for students to use will be located in all corridors. 

 In line with government guidance, parents and students are strongly encouraged to avoid using 

public transport for journeys to and from the school site.  

 Any parents dropping off or collecting students must avoid entering school road. Parental access to 

the school site is by pre-arranged appointment only.  

 Social distancing is the responsibility of every student. We will remind and insist on the need to 

social distance. This includes walking to and from school and when moving from one area to 

another in school; please reinforce the importance of this through conversations at home.  

 The water fountains should not be used. It is therefore vital that you ensure your child brings 

enough fluid for the session.   

 Students are expected to wear school uniform but do not need to wear school blazers.  

 You may choose to provide a face mask for your child to wear. Current guidance is that these should 

be worn when using public transport but they are not necessary for a school setting where social 

distancing measures are in place.  

 Parents are advised that by sending their child in to school to the required sessions, they are 

confirming that no-one in their household has symptoms of Coronavirus. Guidance on the 

symptoms can be found here https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

 Parents are required to inform the School immediately if their child is ill or any member of the 

family, person they have come into close contact with has any symptoms of coronavirus.  

 Any children who are ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’ should not attend school.  
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 If someone in your household is ‘extremely clinically vulnerable’ (shielded), the DfE guidance states 

that students should only attend if they can adhere to stringent social distancing. This means that 

the child is able to understand and follow those instructions.  

 
The Billericay School will follow relevant guidance and take all reasonable steps to endeavour to ensure 
that social distancing between students and staff is maintained appropriately. However, parents should be 
aware that in a school setting, complete and constant social distancing will be dependent on the 
cooperation of students and is likely to be difficult to achieve at all times. It is at the discretion of every 
parent whether they decide to send their child to school. Parents will not be penalised if they decide not to 
send their child to school at this current time. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or queries about the information in this letter. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr A Mohammed,  B.Ed. (Hons) 
Headteacher  
 


